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Welcome to the International SFO Thematic School 2026 
Ultrafast sources of coherent light:  
current research and emerging applications
22 / 27 March 2026
The Houches Physics School, Chamonix Mont Blanc Valley France

We are honored to welcome the 2023 Nobel Laureate, as a guest lecturer: Anne L'Huillier 
is a French-Swedish physicist and a pioneer in the field of ultrafast physics on the attose-
cond timescale.

PLANNED LECTURES
Sources
• Ultrashort pulse generation and propagation
• Spatio-temporal characterization: Spencer 

Jolly (Université Libre de Bruxelles)
• THz sources: Clara Saraceno (Bochum

University)
• Ultra-High Intensity sources: Dimitris 

Papadopoulos (LULI, Palaiseau)
• AI in photonics and laser sources: John Dudley 

(FEMTO-ST, Besançon)

Applications
• High harmonic generation and attosecond

science: Anne L’Huillier (Lund University)
• Nonlinear microscopy: Emmanuel Beaurepaire

(LOB, Palaiseau)
• Emerging applications of frequency combs:

Nathalie Picqué (Max Born Institute, Berlin)
• Laser-based particle acceleration: Jérôme Faure

(LOA, Palaiseau)

The Houches School of Physics, founded in 1951 
by physicist Cécile DeWitt-Morette, offers high-
quality education in contemporary physics in
an idyllic setting designed to foster reflection.
Beyond formal classes, informal idea exchanges 
during meals or mountain hikes have given
birth to new avenues of exploration, fruitful
collaborations, and significant scientific
advancements. Some young students of the
School have become illustrious scientists,
such as Pierre Gilles DeGennes, Claude Cohen-
Tannoudji, and Françoise Combe, passing on
their knowledge to the School's students in turn.
The SFO, the French Society of Optics, continues
this tradition and invites you to participate in the 
"ULTRAFAST" school. Joining this school offers a 
unique opportunity to learn, share, and connect
with top leaders in the field of Source fundamentals 
and current developments and applications.

The workshop is devoted to bringing 
prominent scientists in ultrafast and nonlinear 
optics together with the goal of, starting 
from fundamentals, providing overviews of 
recent research work, covering emerging 
applications, and devising future directions in 
the field. It aims at giving to PhD students and 
post-doctoral researchers a broad coverage, 
from pulse generation and manipulation to 
characterization, from the THz domain to the 
XUV, and describe applications spanning from 
time-resolved spectroscopy to secondary sources 
of light and particles. The workshop is motivated 
by the current blooming of ultrafast sources and 
applications, triggered by the wide availability of 
robust and high power femtosecond lasers, and 
the rapid development of methods to convert 
them into sources with a wide range of parameters 
in terms of pulsewidth, central wavelength, 
or control over the electric field. It will be a 
unique opportunity to get a unified vision of this 
research area, and contribute to developing new 
collaborations and cross-fertilizing the sources 
and applications communities.

AGENDA

 Lithium Niobate 
The Houches Physics 
School, France 

12 - 23 May 2025

Limited to 70 attendees

 LIDAR
June 15-20, 2025 	

OHP, Observatoire de 
Haute Provence, France

Limited to 40 attendees

 JNOG Montpellier 2025
Sète

07 - 10 July 2025

+ 200 participants 
expected

 OPTIQUE BFC 2026
Dijon - Palais des 
congrès 

06 - 10 july 2026

+ 670 
participants expected

Scientific committee
• �Aurélie Jullien (CNRS - INPHYNI - Université Côte

d’Azur, France)
• �Marc Hanna (CNRS - IOGS - Université Paris-

Saclay, France)

Join these experts and take part in this
unmissable SFO thematic school on Ultrafast
Sources of Coherent Light.

We expect 70 participants from over 20 countries.

Application (short motivation letter + CV) starts on 
April 29, 2025.

www.sfoptique.fr

https://www.sfoptique.org
https://www.sfoptique.fr
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www.europeanoptics.org

Join Us at EOSAM 2025
Delft, August 24-28

EOSAM is attended by around 500 attendees each year, including top resear-
chers, key leaders, students, and industry experts from over 30 different 
countries all over the world.

This is the perfect opportunity to connect, catch up, and network alongside the 
intriguing conference program. Join and explore the latest topics and emerging 
trends featured at EOSAM. Register with an Early Bird Fee by 12 June 2025! We 
look forward to seeing you in Delft! 
More info: eosam.org

Optics and Photonics Days  
Finland 2025
Annual Meeting of Photonics Finland,
OPD2025, will be held at Oulu Music Center 
3 – 5 June 2025, Oulu, Finland.

Photonics Prague 2025
The 9th International Conference on
Photonics, Devices and Systems will be 
held from June 9 to 11, 2025 in Prague, 
Czech Republic.

DGaO 126th Annual 
Meeting in Germany
Annual Meeting of DGaO will take place 
from 10 to 14 June 2025 at the University 
of Stuttgart, Germany.

LiM 2025
Lasers in Manufacturing 
Conference
Bi-Annual Meeting of the German Scientific 
Society for Lasers and Photonics (WLT) – 
Part of the World of Photonics Congress, 
June 23–26, Munich, Germany with an in-
dustrial exhibition.

PLASMONICA 2025
The 11th edition of the Workshop on
Plasmonics, Nano-Optics, and its 
Applications will be held on June 25- 27, 
2025 in Modena, Italy.

EOS has renewed its confidence in EDP 
Sciences as a publisher for its Journal, 
JEOS-RP. The median time from sub-
mission to online preprint publication 
is below 70 days. This achievement  has  
been  obtained without compromising 
the reviewing process while keeping very 
low Article Publication Charges. Discover 
more: https://jeos.edpsciences.org/.

EOS SUPPORTING  
EARLY CAREER PROFESSIONALS

Inclusion is essential for innovation and discovery. EOS orga-
nizes Early Stage Researcher Sessions at its annual meeting, 
EOSAM, and also at the World of Photonics (WoP) Congress 
in June, in collaboration with CLEO®/Europe-EQEC. In these 
oral sessions, the early-stage researchers have a chance to 
pitch their research to the conference audience.
EOS celebrates the Early Career Women in Photonics with an 
award to honor a female scientist who has made outstanding 

contributions to photonics, acknowledging both her research excellence and dedi-
cation to advancing the field. The award consists of a diploma and an honorarium 
of €2500 and will be presented during a plenary session at the 2025 CLEO®/Europe-
EQEC conference in Munich, Germany. In addition to these actions, EOS is part of a 
mentoring initiative for newcomers to the WoP conference.
More info: europeanoptics.org

Nominate an EOS Fellow by 15 May 2025! 
The category of EOS Fellow may be conferred upon dis-
tinguished members of the society. It is one of the highest 
categories of membership of the EOS. Any member of the 
EOS may nominate a Fellow.
Fellows will be published and honored with a diploma at the 
Fellow Ceremony during the next international conference 
of the European Optical Society, EOSAM.

More info: europeanoptics.org

https://www.europeanoptics.org
https://eosam.org
https://jeos.edpsciences.org
https://europeanoptics.org
https://europeanoptics.org
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www.institutoptique.fr

AGENDA 
 

 Institut d’Optique 
booth at SPRING Paris-
Saclay (Palaiseau)
May 20th 2025

 Institut d’Optique/
Naquidis booth at World  
of Quantum (Munich)
June 23- 27th 

 “Quantum Day in 
Nouvelle-Aquitaine” 
at Institut d’Optique 
d’Aquitaine (Talence)
July 4th

 “French 
Photonics Days” 
at 503 (Orsay)
November 6-7th

 “Forum de la 
Photonique” at 
503 (Orsay)
November 13th 

CONTACT

Clémentine Bouyé, 
Head of communication
clementine.bouye 
@institutoptique.fr

Institut d'Optique launches its 
"Partenariat École" to bring together training and 
industry in photonics and quantum technologies
 
Institut d'Optique Graduate School has officially launched its Partenariat École. 
The aim of this initiative is to forge closer links between its engineering training 
programs and key companies in the photonics and quantum sectors.

A bridge between students and industry leaders:  
a win-win commitment
The aim of the Partenariat École is to create a more direct bridge between Institut d'Op-
tique engineering students and leading photonics and quantum companies. By setting 
up privileged exchanges, this program aims to provide students with a better vision of 
the diversity of job opportunities and professions, while enabling companies to better 
identify the aspirations of future talents in the field.
By joining the Partenariat École, companies gain access to a series of exclusive advantages 
enabling them to raise their profile with the next generation of engineers:
• 	Direct meetings with students through site visits or the organization of themed confe-

rences and round tables. 
•  Targeted distribution of internship, work-study and job offers.
•  Participation in the development of training to better meet the needs of the sector.
•  Invitations to key events in the curriculum, encouraging concrete exchanges with 

tomorrow's talent.

Starting with 7 leading partners 
The inauguration of the Partenariat Ecole took place on April 10 on the campus of the 
Institut d'Optique in Palaiseau, in the presence of the first seven members: Exail, Thales, 
Pasqal, CEA DAM, Imagine Optic, Essilor and STMicroelectronics.
During the morning session, the companies 
were able to engage in an initial informal 
dialogue with the students, who turned out 
in large numbers to meet these key players 
in photonics and quantum technology.

A call to industry players
Institut d'Optique invites companies in 
the photonics, optics and quantum tech-
nologies sectors to join in this dynamic. By 
committing to this partnership, they will 
be actively contributing to the training of 
highly qualified engineers.

170
It is the number of 
enthusiastic, inquisitive 
high-school girls who 
took part in the 5th 
“High School Students 
and Women Scientists 
Meetings”. Over an 
afternoon, they had the 
opportunity to talk with 
women researchers, 
students, engineers, 
entrepreneurs... and 
to visit photonics 
experiments from the 
Laboratoire Charles 
Fabry (Institut d’Optique 
/ Université Paris-
Saclay / CNRS) and 
the LEnsE (Laboratory 
for Experimental 
Teaching). Let's hope 
they'll remember the 
day brightly.

https://�www.institutoptique.fr
mailto:clementine.bouye
@institutoptique.fr
mailto:clementine.bouye
@institutoptique.fr
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 www.alpha-rlh.com

Successful close for the European 
NewSkin project
Launched in April 2020, the European NewSkin project came to a successful 
close in December 2024.

Coordinated by ECCS (European Convention for Constructional Steelwork), 
the project focused on surface and membrane nanotechnologies. NewSkin 
was an Open Innovation Test Bed (OITB) that provided easy access to physical 

facilities and services for the development, validation and commercialization of new 
nanotechnology products. 
Its portfolio of services included 10 facilities for surface treatment (laser treatment 
and texturing, CVD, PVD, Sol-Gel, etc.), 9 facilities for testing treatments under real-
life conditions (climatic chamber, off-shore platform, etc.) and services to support 
the commercialization of nanotechnology products.
As one of 34 partners, ALPHA-RLH oversaw dissemination and communication 
activities, organization of open calls for projects and management of the NewSkin 
online platform.
4 calls for projects were successively launched throughout the project to provide free 
services to companies and laboratories. 68 innovation projects were funded, 10 of 
them carried out by ALPHA-RLH members.

FRENCH PHOTONICS   
AT PHOTONICS WEST 2025
French photonics was well represented at Photonics West, the world’s premier lasers, 
biomedical optics, biophotonics technologies and quantum optoelectronics event, 
which took place in San Francisco from January 28 to 30, 2025.

 With the support of the Nouvelle-Aquitaine Region, 
ALPHA-RLH fosters the internationalization of com-
panies to promote the regional innovations. The clus-
ter was present alongside its members. ALPhANOV, 
AUREA Technology, BLOOM Lasers, GLOphotonics, 
Photonics Bretagne and SEDI-ATI Fibres Optiques ex-
hibited in the French Pavilion organized by Business 
France, and other members on their own booth. 
The Naquidis Center, dedicated to quantum techno-
logies, also took part in the exhibition. 
Florian Cardinaux, Consul General of France in San 
Francisco, was able to discover during his visit their 
expertise and their technologies around photonics, 
laser, optical fibers, sensors... 

Quantum Day #2 
in Bordeaux

Following the success of the 2023 
edition in the presence of Alain 
Aspect, Nobel Prize in Physics 
2022, “Quantum Day in Nouvelle-
Aquitaine” returns for a second 
edition in Bordeaux on July 4th 
through the Naquidis Center. This 
innovation center dedicated to 
quantum technologies aims to de-
velop research projects, innovative 
applications and cutting-edge tech-
nological solutions around three 
themes: sensors, communication 
and supply chain.
Launched in 2021 by the Institut 
d'Optique Graduate School, the uni-
versities of Bordeaux and Limoges, 
the CNRS, the Nouvelle-Aquitaine 
Region and the ALPHA-RLH cluster, 
it brings together internationally 
renowned scientists.
This event will allow to exchange 
ideas with leading industrial and 
academic experts, discover the pro-
gress of joint projects between in-
dustry and research initiated since 
2022 in Limoges and Bordeaux and 
explore new trends and opportuni-
ties in the quantum field.

UPCOMING
INTERNATIONAL
EVENTS
 

  Paris Air Show
 June 16-22 in Paris-Le 
Bourget (France)

  Laser World of Photonics
June 27-30 in Munich (Germany)

 2nd International Photonics 
Talent Summer School
 July 15-18 in Bordeaux (France) 

>> Find out all events on  
www.alpha-rlh.com

https://www.alpha-rlh.com
https://www.alpha-rlh.com
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https://nano-phot.utt.fr/

FOCUS ONTO A NANO-PHOT INDUSTRIAL CLOSE PARTNER: 

In-Fine: 10 years of innovation in structural 
colours applied to visual security and more

Since 2015, the University of Technology of Troyes, via the Light nanomaterials and nanotech-
nology laboratory, has worked together with the SURYS company (now IN Groupe) through 
a joint laboratory called In-Fine. The Innovation Center for Industrial Nanostructured Foils 
aims at developing innovative optical identification devices by combining two industrial 
and academic complementary knowhows in large scale structuring (roll-to-roll technology) 
and nanophotonics. Initially supported by the ANR through the starting and consolidation 
labcom inititatives, the R&D activity based on an initial 8 years roadmap has been organized 
in 6 research programs such as PLASMOGRAMTM renamed Metasurfaces, Hybrids renamed 
Multiscale and as for the diversification aspect a sensing and energy oriented program. 
In 10 years more than 15 R&D pro-
jects have been conducted. 15 people 
have been regularly involved (8 FTE). 
NANO-PHOT students are strongly in-
volved, 5 PhD have been conducted 
together with more than 16 master in-
ternships and 2 postdoctotral studies.
3 technologies have been already 
implemented. These include the 
PLASMOGRAMTM Reverso techno-
logy, the patented ETMF (enhanced 
transmissive metallic foils) technolo-
gy and a recently developed techno-
logy aiming for specular and diffuse 
reflectance control (cf. figure below).
The take-home message for this successful industrial academic initiative lies in 4 words, 
meeting, common interest, precise frame of collaboration and confidence. 
As for the coming five years security and diversification remain the main target with a 
more global industrial and societal scope that includes the creation of a physical platform 
for pilot production and collaborative R&D activities with UTT and IN Groupe partners 
without neglecting the sustainability of the developed process and technologies.

News in Brief 
• �Annual Nanophotonics de 

NANO-PHOT with Sasha Govorov 
(Ohio University), 6 February at 
UTT. https://nano-phot.utt.fr/
news/international-workshop-in-
nanophotonics-utt

• �The Institute of Photonics  
of which UTT is a member, 
opened its Website:  
https://institut-photonique.fr/ 
a-propos/les-fondateurs/

• �In January 2025, UTT has been 
awarded the Sustainable 
Development and Social 
Responsibility (DD&RS: 
Développement Durable et 
Responsabilité Sociétale) 
national label for a period of four 
years. https://www.utt.fr/ 
actualites/luniversite-de-
technologie-de-troyes-obtient-
la-labellisation-developpement-
durable-et-responsabilite-
societale-ddrs.

CONTACT

https://nano-phot.utt.fr/
nanophot@utt.fr

AGENDA
 SPP conference

19-23 mai, Tokyo  
https://spp11.tokyo/

 General conference of 
the French Physic SFP,    
three Nobel Prizes will 
attend !
30 June-4 july at Troyes  
https://cgsfp2025.
sciencesconf.org/ 

 Conference META 2025, 
22-25 juillet, Malaga  
https://metaconferences.org/ 
META25/index.php/META/
index 

 SPIE Optics conference + 
Photonics Exhibition, 
5-7 August 2025, San Diego  
https://spie.org/conferences- 
and-exhibitions/optics-and- 
photonics/exhibition

Example of an In-Fine studied technology for diffuse 
and specular reflectance control and tuning (Y. Billet et 
al. Advanced Optical Materials 12 (15) 2302165 (2024)

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL NANO-PHOT IN FIGURES  (PERIOD MAY 2020-MARCH 2025)

• 2 Universities, 6 laboratories
• 4 doctoral schools
• 1200 m2 platform of technology including 

700 m2 clean room
• 100 m2 pedagogical clean room
• 140 books in a dedicated library 
• 17 courses 100% taught in English
• 3.35 M€ initial budget + 8.62 M€ external 

funding 
• 245 k€ of investment for training
• 29 mobility grants + 12 research grants 

awarded to master students
• 92% employment rate after master with an 

average annual salary of 39.5k€  (UTT’s data)
• 21 close academic partners, 9 close  

industrial partners
• 73 signed agreements with foreign  

universities

• 104 trained M1 master students   
+ 112 trained M2 master students 

• 40 involved faculty members
• 29 “NANO-PHOT-labeled” PhD students, 

including 16 who are 50% co-funded by 
the Graduated School

• 35% women
• 48% students from foreign universities
• 82 scientific publications citing NANO-PHOT
• 167 research projects carried out  

by master students
• 10 PhD student prizes
• 67 completed NANO-PHOT 6-month  

master internships
• 8 sponsored conferences
• 3 summer schools organized
• 4 “nanophotonics” international 

workshops organized

�https://nano-phot.utt.fr
https://nano-phot.utt.fr/news/international-workshop-in-nanophotonics-utt
https://nano-phot.utt.fr/news/international-workshop-in-nanophotonics-utt
https://nano-phot.utt.fr/news/international-workshop-in-nanophotonics-utt
https://institut-photonique.fr/a-propos/les-fondateurs/
https://institut-photonique.fr/a-propos/les-fondateurs/
https://www.utt.fr/actualites/luniversite-de-technologie-de-troyes-obtient-la-labellisation-developpement-durable-et-responsabilite-societale-ddrs
https://www.utt.fr/actualites/luniversite-de-technologie-de-troyes-obtient-la-labellisation-developpement-durable-et-responsabilite-societale-ddrs
https://www.utt.fr/actualites/luniversite-de-technologie-de-troyes-obtient-la-labellisation-developpement-durable-et-responsabilite-societale-ddrs
https://www.utt.fr/actualites/luniversite-de-technologie-de-troyes-obtient-la-labellisation-developpement-durable-et-responsabilite-societale-ddrs
https://www.utt.fr/actualites/luniversite-de-technologie-de-troyes-obtient-la-labellisation-developpement-durable-et-responsabilite-societale-ddrs
https://www.utt.fr/actualites/luniversite-de-technologie-de-troyes-obtient-la-labellisation-developpement-durable-et-responsabilite-societale-ddrs
https://nano-phot.utt.fr/
mailto:nanophot@utt.fr
https://spp11.tokyo/
https://cgsfp2025.sciencesconf.org/
https://cgsfp2025.sciencesconf.org/
https://metaconferences.org/META25/index.php/META/index
https://metaconferences.org/META25/index.php/META/index
https://metaconferences.org/META25/index.php/META/index
https://spie.org/conferences-and-exhibitions/optics-and-photonics/exhibition
https://spie.org/conferences-and-exhibitions/optics-and-photonics/exhibition
https://spie.org/conferences-and-exhibitions/optics-and-photonics/exhibition
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Photonics France annual meeting
 Photonics France held its Annual Meeting on April 9 at Bpifrance headquarters, 
followed by a public conference about major photonics projects.

The members of Photonics France 
met on April 9 for their annual mee-
ting at Bpifrance headquarters in 
Paris. The Annual General Meeting 
is an important event for Photonics 
France, enabling members to vali-
date the actions taken by the natio-
nal board.

During the afternoon, conferences 
presented major photonics projects 
and the outlook for the French industry. Numerous major projects involving photonics 
technologies are currently underway, led by major players in the industry and with a 
great potential for many photonics companies.
 
The projects presented included quantum photonics (IOGS), laser for fusion 
(Thales, GenF and Amplitude), future research programs (PHLAM, CNRS) and 
glasses (EssilorLuxottica).

TO CONTACT 
PHOTONICS FRANCE

contact@photonics-france.org
www.photonics-france.org

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new members:
 
Institut Photonique brings to-
gether over 300 photonics resear-
chers and students committed to 
promoting technology transfer 
and attracting new talent.
 
Institut Photovoltaïque d'Île-de-
France (IPFV) is a global collabora-
tive research platform specialized 
in advanced materials and solar 
photovoltaic technologies.
 
NLOptics is an innovator in pho-
tonics, specializing in advanced 
surface analysis solutions for 
the semiconductor industry 
and beyond.
 
SIS Manufacture de Maroquinerie 
specialized in the development, 
industrialization and produc-
tion of leather goods, sheathing 
and bracelets.

THIERRY GEORGES 
INTERVIEWED AT GLOBAL INDUSTRIE 2025

Thierry Georges, President 
of Photonics France, at-
tended at  the Global 

Industrie exhibition in Lyon last 
March 11. He was interviewed 
to present the French photo-
nics sector.

Global Industrie is a major event 
for the industry players of today 

and tomorrow with 45,000 visitors. The 2025 edition took place from March 11 to 14, 
2025 at Eurexpo Lyon.

Thierry Georges, President of Photonics France, was on hand on March 11 to meet 
members exhibiting their technologies.

During a public interview, Thierry Georges presented the advantages of photonics for 
tomorrow's industry: “Photonics know-how is very strong in France. We have the best 
laboratories, excellent training, French Nobel Prize in photonics every 2 years, and dis-
coveries rapidly turned into production in industry.”

Watch the full interview on the Photonics France YouTube channel.

AGENDA
 Laser World of Photonics

June 24-27 – München

 PLI Conferences
Sept. 24-25 – Strasbourg

 Photonics 
conquering space
October 8-9 - Bordeaux

 French Photonics Days
November 6-7 - Orsay

https://�
mailto:contact@photonics-france.org
www.photonics-france.org
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ENCOURAGING YOUNG GIRLS 
TO ENTER SCIENTIFIC CAREERS 

Photonics Bretagne took part in the second edition of the Girls & Science Day, an initia-
tive by the CMQe Numérique, Photonique & Cybersécurité, and hosted at the ENSSAT 
engineering school. Sixty 14-year-old girls explored careers in science—particularly 

in photonics—through inspiring talks and interactive workshops. Two Photonics Bretagne 
work-study students shared their experiences, highlighting the diversity of opportunities in 
the field. In the afternoon, the pupils experimented science in a fun way: laser guitar, holo-
graphy, light box... Such initiatives help break down stereotypes and encourages young girls 
to pursue scientific and technical careers. A strong step toward gender equality in STEM!

Photonics PhD Days  
in Lannion: 
Registration is Open!

Co-organised by Photonics Bretagne, 
Anticipa, ENSSAT, and Foton Institute, 
the Photonics PhD Days are a unique 
3-day, English-speaking event. It aims 
to bring together French and foreign 
PhD students, research centres and 
companies in the field of photonics, to 
discuss entrepreneurship and careers. 
The programme is centred around 
our signature “PhD to Start-Up” 
workshop, and includes conferences, 
PhD pitches, posters, one-to-one mee-
tings with company directors, networ-
king, and visits to local companies and 
research centres. 
Are you a doctoral student? Come and 
present your thesis, find out about 
the latest scientific research in pho-
tonics, and take part in the workshop 
to reveal your entrepreneurial poten-
tial (more than eight hours over two 
days)! All in a friendly atmosphere 
overlooking the sea (Perros-Guirec, 
Brittany). Don't miss this event! 
Registration is now open: https://
www.photonics-bretagne.com/en/
agenda/photonics-phd-days-2025/

AGENDA
 Laser World of Photonics

24-27 June, Munich (Germany)

 Photonics Bretagne 
Annual General Meeting
1 July, Lannion (France)

 ITQW 2025 – Infrared 
and Terahertz 
Quantum Workshop
1-5 September, Saint-Malo  
(France)

 Photonics PhD Days
24-26 September, Lannion  
(France)

 ECOC 
28 September – 2 October, 
Copenhagen (Denmark)

Blue Event Sea & Photonics:  
Photonic Technologies Applied to the Maritime Sector

Seventy-five professionals gathered in 
Lannion to explore the potential of pho-
tonic technologies in the maritime sector. 
Co-organised by the Pôle Mer Bretagne 
Atlantique, Photonics Bretagne and 
Technopole Anticipa, the Blue Event Sea & 
Photonics highlighted innovative solutions 
to the challenges of sovereignty, ecological 

transition and maritime surveillance. The programme included conferences, round 
tables and technical presentations by industry experts such as Thales, Safran, Naval 
Group, Oxxius, Cailabs and many others. Three main themes structured the discus-
sions: Communication, surveillance and navigation. In addition, an exclusive visit to 
the Exail site gave an insight into the manufacture of optical fibres and inertial units. 
Rich discussions and networking throughout the day confirmed the key role of photo-
nics in the future of the maritime industry, and opened the way to new collaborations.

PhotonQBoost:  
A Lever for the Competitiveness of European SMEs 
Late February, Photonics Bretagne took part in the first meeting of the Horizon Europe 
PhotonQBoost project in Porto. The consortium is made up of 12 organisations from 
9 European countries, including 7 photonics clusters: Photonics Bretagne (France), 
Photonics B.W. (Germany), Photonics Austria, Photonics Finland, TOOLAS (Lithuania), 
PPTF (Poland) and COC (Czech Republic). For a day and a half, the project partners 
exchanged ideas to define initial actions and to align on key strategies. Launched in 
December 2024, PhotonQBoost helps SMEs take advantage of photonic and quantum 
innovations to improve their sustainability, efficiency and resilience. By facilitating 
access to these cutting-edge technologies, the project aims to strengthen the compe-
titiveness of European companies on the global market. With €3.6 million earmarked 
for direct funding of SMEs over four years, PhotonQBoost will launch calls for projects 
and provide specialised services to develop solutions tailored to current challenges, 
particularly those linked to the European Green Deal. More information coming soon.
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